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Project Title: Queer Dance Exchange and Research Residency, Calgary
Dates of Travel: August 21-September 13, 2025
Location: Calgary, Alberta, Canada
Project Overview
This project took the form of a three-week residency in Calgary, Alberta, and focused on queer dance exchange, research and professional networking. The residency centred on collaboration with queer dance artist and producer Rufi Oswald and the wider community connected to the Get Gay dance project, alongside engagement with Calgary’s emerging queer dance scene. The intention was to create space for meaningful exchange, deepen my research into queer dance practices and build relationships that could support future collaborations between the UK and Canada.
The project was designed around a number of interconnected activities, including collaborative studio research, mentoring and exchange with local queer artists, and meetings with organisations and programmers in the city. While the structure of some activities shifted during the residency, the overall aims of the project were met through a responsive and adaptive approach.
Did you achieve what you set out to do with your project?
Yes, I achieved what I set out to do with this project. The original intention of the residency was to engage in creative exchange, deepen my research into queer dance practices and build professional relationships within Calgary’s emerging queer dance community. While the project did not unfold exactly as planned, the core aims remained central throughout and were met through a responsive and adaptive approach.
The planned group based Get Gay creative process did not take place in its original form due to participant availability. In response, Rufi Oswald and I extended our collaborative research and invited a smaller number of artists into the process for studio-based exchanges. This shift allowed for more focused and sustained engagement with the research questions underpinning both of our practices. Our time together centred on exploring queerness, partnering, presence and particularly in relation to same gender partner dance and the reproduction of narratives and encounters. This adapted structure strengthened the research element of the residency and has since developed into the early stages of a new collaborative project.
Alongside this research, I connected with a wide range of artists and practitioners working across dance and performance in Calgary, as well as with organisations and programmers in the city. These exchanges fulfilled the project’s aims of building networks and creating the foundations for future collaborations.
Has your LUTSF supported trip impacted you personally or professionally?
The trip has had a significant impact on me both personally and professionally. Professionally, it has resulted in new relationships with artists in Calgary and the beginnings of future collaborative projects. The connections made during the residency have already extended beyond the trip itself and continue to inform ongoing conversations about future work, exchange and potential partnerships between the UK and Canada.
The residency also contributed directly to the development of my teaching and mentoring practice. The research and exchanges undertaken in Calgary have informed how I support artists navigating difference, otherness and non-traditional career pathways. I have since brought elements of this learning into my teaching at the Northern School of Contemporary Dance, particularly within the MA Dance and Creative Enterprise programme for which I program lead.
On a personal level, returning to Calgary after twenty years was meaningful. Having built my career largely in Europe, this residency offered an opportunity to bring my practice back to a place that shaped my earlier life. Experiencing the city again through the lens of my current practice created space for reflection on my artistic journey and future direction and possibilities.
Please tell us about any particular highlights in your travels
One of the key highlights of the trip was meeting such a broad range of artists working in Calgary. The openness and generosity of these encounters made the exchange feel genuinely reciprocal and grounded in shared curiosity. Spending time in conversation with artists at different stages of their careers offered valuable insight into the specific conditions shaping the city’s dance ecology.
The collaborative research exchange with Rufi Oswald was another major highlight. Our shared studio time allowed for deep engagement with overlapping research interests and has developed into the beginnings of a longer-term project. This collaboration continues beyond the residency and represents one of the most significant outcomes of the trip.
How do you plan to share information about your project with others?
The learning from this project is already being shared. Rufi Oswald and I presented early research and development from our collaboration at the University of Calgary Conference in November, sharing our process and emerging ideas with both academic and artistic audiences. This provided an important opportunity to articulate the research publicly and test its resonance.
I have also integrated aspects of the research and studio methodologies developed during the residency into my teaching at the Northern School of Contemporary Dance. In this way, the learning from the trip directly benefits students and emerging artists. Looking ahead, the relationships and ideas developed through the residency will continue to inform future projects, writing and collaborative work, ensuring that the impact of the trip extends beyond the period of travel.
Do you have any suggestions which could help future Awardees?
My advice to future Awardees is to make contact with artists ahead of travelling and to prioritise informal conversations once you arrive. Artists are often generous with their time and open to exchange, and some of the most valuable connections happen outside formal studio settings. Taking time to meet for coffee, talk openly and follow curiosity can greatly enrich the experience and help maximise the impact of the trip.
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