LUTSF Main Award Report 

Yoojin Lee 
Project Title: Nurturing slowth (habitats) (yet) with Postnatural Independent Program at the Institute for Postnatural Studies 
Dates of travel: 1 - 8 June 2025 
Location(s) visited: Madrid 

Did you achieve what you set out to do with your project?
My trip to Madrid supported and expanded my project in a way beyond the prescribed structure or framework of the programme I participated in as well as my initial aims. This process—as internal as external—enabled by the trip came at a meaningful moment after an extended period of reflection around my ongoing project slowth (habitats) (yet). I have now come to better understand the entangled ecologies of thoughts, materials, movements, feelings, desires, energies and histories that live within the project. I have opened up to my own urge to expand what ‘habitats’ could mean and be for the project and my practice as a whole. 
While in Madrid, I participated in collaborative workshops at the Institute for Postnatural Studies (IPS) and parks running along the Manzanares River. These included processes of embodied listening, situated group movement and exercises responding to the site and resonating with bodies and voices of others. The collectively generated materials became part of the inaugural seven episodes of Tender Radio, a project organised by the IPS in collaboration with Radio Relativa, an independent community radio in Madrid. I collaborated on the episode titled Rest as Return with my working group of the Postnatural Independent Program (PIP), and recorded my contribution in person at Radio Relativa.
I also attended the public programme ‘In/visible Ecologies - New Ways of Inhabiting the World’ at Matadero, which marked the finissage of the PIP that ran from January to June 2025. Featuring a talk by philosopher Emanuele Coccia and listening session with sound artist Action Pyramid and DJ Sunny Graves, this event brought together the PIP cohort with the audiences of the cultural institution.
Throughout the week, I was able to deepen my connection with the fellow members of the PIP, a vibrant multidisciplinary group of artists, performers, dancers, writers, designers, activists, curators and researchers from diverse locations and backgrounds, who gathered in person in Madrid. 


Has your LUTSF-supported trip impacted you personally/professionally?
My LUTSF-supported trip to Madrid came at a meaningful moment after an extended period of reflection around my ongoing project slowth (habitats) (yet). This project and my engagement with it is dense and rich, weaving together personal (hi)stories and questions I have been asking in my work for the past few years. While the trip did not directly lead to the development of the project in an externally visible way, it led me to encounters that allowed me to draw rich, indirect but intricately interconnected parallels and find affirmation that was needed at this point of my reflection. 
Please tell us about any particular highlights in your travels. 
One of them would be the workshops at the local parks by the Manzanares River. As part of a series of ‘Sensing the Unheard’ workshops with Tom Fisher (Action Pyramid) and Simon Williams (Sunny Graves), I took part in collective and collaborative forms of listening and resonating with human and more-than-human beings. This formed a part of the collaborative process of working towards the inaugural episodes of Tender Radio. Another would be that I had a small but beautiful window of time and space in Madrid to dedicate towards the emerging thoughts I have been nurturing and shared a part of it in a sonic, radio form. The process of composing this sonic contribution, both alone and with others, at this moment, was quietly soothing and heartening. 
How do you plan to share information about your project with others? 
The episode Rest as Return is published on Radio Relativa as part of Tender Radio and has been shared via the IPS’s channels. I have shared and will be sharing it through my own (newsletter and social media). 
I plan to publicly share the future iteration of slowth (habitats) (yet) and new initiatives that expand the notion of ‘habitats’ in London and through my networks. The research and encounters from the trip will feed into a sonic and movement collaboration I intend to explore in an upcoming residency in Finland. 
Do you have any suggestions which could help future Awardees? 
We have our planned aims and expectations, but sometimes being open to how peripheral moments in space and time flow through you and gift you can leave a long lasting imprint. Or as Bayo Akomolafe puts it: ‘seeing from the edges, or “looking away at” [...] Maybe the world changes in small moments. Especially when we’re not looking’. 
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